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WILLIAM ROYALL 

And "Sketches By a Traveller." 



( Communicated. ) 



I have before ine a small volume of 392 pages, entitled as fol- 
lows: 

"Sketches of History, Life and Manners in the United States. 
By a Traveller. New Haven, printed for the author, 1826." 

The author's name is not given. In July, 1823 (he informs 
us), he rides horseback from St. Stephens, Alabama, to Hunts- 
ville. At Huntsville he takes stage, via McMinnville, Knoxville, 
Holston River, Abington, Va., Newburn. Then visits the vari- 
ous springs of Virginia, thence to Kenawha, Lewisburg, Staunton, 
Winchester, Alexandria, Fredericksburgh, Richmond. He per- 
formed this journey in the stage, also the further continuance of 
it northwardly to Philadelphia, thence on boat to New York, 
sleigh to Albany and stage to Boston. 

He speaks interestingly of people and places of early settle- 
ments and Indian warfare. 

At Staunton, among other items he obtained, from Mrs. Wil- 
liam Lewis, an account of the Virginia Legislature in session at 
Staunton during the Revolutionary war. The Legislature had 
been driven from place to place, by the approach of the British, 
until it finally rested at Staunton. While in session at Staunton, 
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the news came at night, that the British under Tarlton were 
nearing the Mountains on their way to Staunton. 

Col. Sam. Lewis, at midnight, called at the house of his uncle 
William Lewis, living then at Staunton, but later at Sweet Springs, 
and called out, "where are the boys, aunt?" " They are up 
stairs in bed," she said. "Call them up, Tarlton is coming." 
She did so and they set out immediately. Among the persons 
quickly rising were the members of the Legislature, calling for 
horses, which were obtained. Next morning the streets were 
strewn with bags, portmanteaus, bundles of clothes, and not a 
member in sight. They rode with the utmost speed during the 
night and the next day, but instead of going to the mountains 
to meet Tarlton, they went the opposite direction, one member, 
Dr. Long, rode 20 miles without a saddle. Meanwhile, the 
others, young and old, men and boys of Augusta county, re- 
paired to the point of danger at Rockfish Gap, but Tarlton 
heard of their coming and changed his course. 

One member only of the Legislature, Major William Royall, 
from Amelia county, was with the Augusta troops. When the 
troops returned, he went on to Charlottesville to see his friend 
and relative, Major Jno. Archer, who had been wounded in an 
engagement with the British. (Mr. Archer was father of Wm. 
S. Archer, member of Congress from Virginia about 1824.) 

Before leaving the Augusta troops, Major Royall said ' ' it was 
truly pleasing to see old men and little boys, with their guns on 
their shoulders, marching cheerfully to meet the foe." "Ah," 
said he, "you are fine fellows, I will disown my country (meaning 
East Virginia), and come and live among you." And he did, 
for a few years after he fixed his residence near Sweet Springs in 
Monroe county, West Virginia. 

The author saw him while he lived there, and Major Royall 
also confirmed what Mrs. Lewis had said. 

From the author's statement, Major Royall must have died 
previous to 1823, but as to where or when he died is not stated. 
Now, did he die in Monroe county or in Amelia, and when ? 

Records in the family Bible (formerly belonging to Mrs. P. 
W. Royall, of Columbia, Mo.), show that there was a William 
Royall, born nth March, 1754, married to Elizabeth (called 
Betsy) Bedford, 25 January, 1787. Wm. Royall, born 11 March, 
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1754, died January 28, 1821, aged 67 years. His wife, Elizabeth, 
was born 12 December, 1772, died 11 November, 1802. Win. 
Royall,' son of Wm. Royall, 1 born 19 March, 1796, died 7 March, 
1842. John Bedford Royall, son of Wm. Royall, 1 born 23 May, 
1788, married to Pamela Williamson Price, near Hampden-Syd- 
ney, Prince Edward county, Va., January, 1817. John Bedford 
Royall moved from near Whiteville P. 0., Halifax county, Va., 
to Columbia, Missouri, where he died in 1844. His wife, Mrs. 
Pamela W. Royall, died in Columbia, Mo., February, 1891, 
aged 90 years. She was the daughter of Pugh W. Price, who 
lived near Hampden-Sydney, Prince Edward county, Va., and 
was the sister of General Sterling Price, C. S. A. Her mother 
was Elizabeth Williamson. 

Victoria Regina Royall is the daughter of John Bedford Roy- 
all and Pamela W. his wife, and was born in Halifax county, Va. , 
in 1839, A. D., and in 1890 was married, in Columbia, Mo., to 
G. C. Broadhead. 

I have also before me a "Land Grant" from Robert Brooke, 
Esq. , Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to William 
Royall, for forty acres of land lying in the county of Halifax, 
Va., metes and bounds given, of date 1795, A. D., August 12th,. 
with seal of the Commonwealth affixed at Richmond, the twenty- 
first year of the Commonwealth. The signature is in the hand- 
writing of the Governor, and the grant is on parchment, and it 
is recorded in book number 35, page 491, Halifax county, Va. 
It is not stated for what purpose or consideration this land was 
given. Was it for services during the Revolutionary War? 
Furthermore, was this William Royall the same man as the 
Major William Royall, member of Legislature from Amelia 
county, Va., spoken of above? and did Major Royall move 
back from Monroe to Amelia or to Halifax ? If any one knows 
it let them publish it in the Virginia Historical Magazine. 

The following note is in the volume by a "Traveller," on ori- 
gin of name of Mataponi river: This river was discovered by 
a hunting party, consisting of whites and Indians. An Indian 
was left to guard the camp while the others were absent hunting. 
A deep snow fell and the hunters remained absent all night, re- 
turning early in the morning. The Indian was asked how he 
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came out at camp with respect to the snow. He answered: " I 
put Matt upon I." Hence the name of the river. 

The first newspaper published in Missouri outside of the city 
of St. Louis, was the Missouri Intelligencer, published at Frank- 
lin, Howard county, 1819 to 1826; at Fayette, 1826 to 1830; 
at Columbia, 1830 to 1835. Most of the old town of Franklin 
was washed into the Missouri river before 1830, and New Frank- 
lin was built up on the hills just back. 

In the Missouri Intelligencer, October 19, 1833, we find: 
' ' The Steam Boat Norfolk, which left Baltimore, had on board 
a pedestal and obelisk for the tomb of Thomas Jefferson. The 
Inscription on it is as follows: 

Here was buried 

Thomas Jefferson, 

Author 

Of the Declaration of 

American Independence, 

The Statute of Virginia 

for Religious Freedom; and 

Father of the University of Virginia. 

"On the Pedestal: Born April 2d, 1743. O. S. : Died July 
4, 1826." 

About fifteen years ago the above-named pedestal and obelisk 
were given to the University of Missouri, and now stands within 
the quadrangle of the University, a new monument having been 
put up over Jefferson's grave. Now is it of Maryland or Vir- 
ginia granite ? One account says of New England granite, but 
I believe it was made before New England granite was exported. 

In Virginia Magazine of History and Biography for January, 
1893, Vol. II, No. 3, list of officers of Continental Army, oc- 
curs the name of "William Royall," captain. The name of 
county is not given. 

In a letter recently received from Albemarle county, Va., I 
find the following: 

"Win, Winston, uncle of Patrick Henry, was with troops en 
route to join Gen. Braddock. A halt was made and the troops 
refused to go any further, when Winston made a speech, and 
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they all threw up their hands and demanded to be led against the 
enemy, and they covered Braddock's retreat." 

General (then Major) Washington was in command of these 
troops, but I cannot find Winston's name in the list of Virginia 
troops in "French and Indian Wars," published in Vol. I of 
Virginia Historical Magazine. 

G. C. Broadhead, Columbia, Mo. 



VIRGINIA IN 1635. 
The Deposing of Governor Harvey. 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and Copies in McDonald Papers, 

Virginia State Library, from the British Public 

Record Office ) 



[The action of some members of the Council and House of Burgesses, 
and of others of the people of Virginia, in forcibly deposing Governor 
Sir John Harvey, made the year 1635 one of the most notable in the 
history of Colonial Virginia. The causes which lead to or perhaps 
drove the colonists to take such a daring step were various. Harvey's 
rudeness and violent behavior had alienated many; he was believed to 
have taken illegally, portions of the public funds; he was arbitrary and 
avaricious. But the main causes were his favoring the settlement of 
Maryland by Baltimore, which the Virginia people opposed bitterly, 
and his refusal to transmit to England the Assembly's protest against 
the King's attemptsof monopolizing the tobacco trade. The immediate 
occasion of Harvey's expulsion was his arrest of Nicholas Martain, 
Francis Pott, and William English, who were the chief speakers at a 
meeting held at the house of William Warren, in York, which was 
situated on or near the present site of Yorktown. The story of the 
"Thrusting out," is best told in the documents here printed or referred 
to. Harvey was sustained by the King and restored to his place as 
Governor; but it appears that Pott and Harwood who went with him to 
England, only suffered imprisonment for a time, and that the leaders in 
Harvey's expulsion, Utie, Mathews, West. Menefee and Dr. John Pott, 
though they went to England in accordance with the government's order, 
were never tried. 

A good account of these events maybe found in Fiske's Old Virginia 
And Her Neighbors, I, 293-299. See also Neill's Virginia Carolorum, 
1 15-13 1. In connection with the letters in regard to this matter, which 



